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A Message from the Clerk

A Message from the Master – Mrs Gina Blair

In this strangest of years, I hope
this message finds you all safe and
well. We can only hope that 2021
brings resolution by way of mass
vaccination and as a Company we
can start to get together again and
enjoy life to the full once again.
Have a good Christmas hopefully
at least with your closest family.

A general custom evolved during the 18th century, permitting folk to knock on the doors
of their wealthier neighbours asking for money to help them afford special Christmas
foods; this always occurred on the 21st December, the day of the winter solstice. In time,
this gave rise to the old English Christmas song: "Christmas is coming, the geese are getting
fat. Please put a penny in the old man's hat. If you haven't got a penny, a ha'penny will do.
If you haven't got a ha'penny, then God bless you." It is with this in mind, I’m launching
the 2020 Master’s Christmas Appeal with all funds raised going towards our Apprentices
who so desperately need help with training.
For every £10 donated your name will be entered into a raffle. This will be drawn during
an on-line event on 16th December at 6.00 hosted by Past Master Jeremy (Rass) Randall
who has offered to give us the benefit of his wit, wisdom and vast experience as a ‘globally
renowned’ wine connoisseur as to what we should be drinking with our goose or turkey on
Christmas Day.
The generously donated prizes include:
•
•
•
•

A bottle of 50 year old Calvados,
Coeur de Lion Vintage 1969
An Agent Provocateur voucher.
A bottle of 1982 Vintage Port
from Sandeman,
Two places at The River Thames
Lunch Club

Details on how to enter will be sent under separate cover.
Alas, Christmas lunches are off limits, however thanks to your enthusiastic response to the
letter sent out last month coupled with the joyous news yesterday that a vaccine has been
authorised by the MHRA, we now plan to organise a series of events around Easter.
Whilst all Standing Committee dates will remain in situ, the Calendar of Freemen’s events
will be updated and sent out in the New Year. Please note the Annual Dinner has been
postponed and will now take place on Midsummers Night – 24th June 2021.
Finally, Albert Camus said ‘Real generosity towards the future lies in giving all to the
present’. I urge you, no donation is too small (or large) so please, give as generously as your
pockets allow to the Christmas Appeal. Jeremy will guarantee a fun evening though our
heads may not think so the following morning!
I look forward to seeing you at our Carol Service taking place on Tuesday, 8th December
at 6.00pm.
A safe, peaceful and very Merry Christmas to you all.

Colin C. Middlemiss
December 2020
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Delayed Doggett’s Coat and Badge Wager 2020
16th March 2021
A gruelling 7400 metre course, unchanged since its inception
in 1715. Sadly, the race had to be postponed for only the
second time in its history this year as a result of coronavirus,
but training has started again!
We have four oarsmen confirmed for the 2020 Wager, which
will now be held on 16th March 2021. Two of the
competitors have been interviewed: James Berry, who came
second in last year’s race and will take part again, and Max
Carter-Miller, a first time competitor. You can also find on the
Company's
website
via
the
link
below:
https://watermenscompany.com/delayed-doggetts/
James Berry
James, who came second in last
year’s race is interviewed below.
How long have you been
rowing, and what made you
start?
I’ve been rowing since 2018, and
I started because I wanted to
compete in the Doggett’s Coat
and Badge Wager.
You raced in last year’s wager –
how was it?
The conditions were awful, James Berry
which made it a really tough race. I had to just stay focused,
and keep pushing. I wasn’t worried that I wasn’t ahead from
the start – I knew I had a strong second half of the race, and
there were a couple of points where I really felt I could have
overtaken Patrick. In the end I came second – I’m proud of
that race, but I will do better this time.

In the second of our Q&As with
this year’s Doggett’s competitors,
first-time entrant Max Carter
Miller tells us why he wants to
win the Coat and Badge. This
year the wager has been
postponed for only the second
time in its 300 year history, and it
will be raced on 16 March 2021.
We now have four competitors
confirmed, so it should be an
exciting race!
Max, why did you first start to Max Carter-Miller
row?
My grandad took me down to Poplar when I was first
apprenticed – he’s rowed the wager too, so it’s in my family.
Originally I wanted to play cricket, so I actually went back to
college, but when I came back I took up rowing again, and
now I can’t get enough of it.
This is your first time competing in the wager – what
made you want to enter?
As I said, my grandad has competed too, so that was a massive
factor. And I work for Thames Marine Services, who have
four or five previous winners: my Captain is Harry McCarthy,
and my bosses are the Dwans (who have all won) and they are
really encouraging. In fact they told me not to come back to
work unless I win…they are joking I think! My club (Poplar,
Blackwall & District Rowing Club) is really supportive too,
which helps. But at the end of the day I want to win it for me
too – you’ve got to, to do all the training. Once I’ve started
something I want to finish it, and for this race, you’ve got to
want to smash it.

How are you feeling about the 2020 year’s wager?
I’m really excited – I want to win! I’m obviously gutted it has
had to be postponed, but it’s great to have a date set for next
March.

How are you feeling about the wager in March?
I’m ready for it – my coach, Dan Bartlett, has helped and
pushed me to get where I am today. I’m really excited.

How tough has it been to train this year?
It has been hard – especially trying to keep motivated when
we couldn’t get out on the water. I bought a rowing machine
so I could keep training, but I’m really pleased to be back in
a boat now, and have coaching allowed again.

What’s training like now we’re getting into winter?
I like winter training, so I don’t mind. I go out most days
around work, and I really enjoy it. We’ve had to adapt training
this year – we were all ready to go, and now it’s delayed. I still
have time on the water, but I’ve added in cycling to and from
work, and obviously the gym sessions.

How do you balance training with work and everything
else?
It’s tough, but my priority right now is rowing. I want to win
the Wager for myself, and to create a legacy for my family.
And you only get a few chances.

And finally, some quick fire, fun questions:
What’s your favourite stretch of river?
My home stretch around my club – you can’t beat being knee
deep in mud on a Saturday morning.

And to finish – a few quick fire, fun questions:
What’s your favourite stretch of the river?
The championship course.
In you could have one superpower, what would it be?
Telekinesis.
What’s top of your bucket list?
I’d like to stay in a glass igloo in Norway and see the northern
lights

If you could have one super power what would it be?
Invisibility, so no-one would see me coming?
What’s top of your bucket list?
That’s a hard question, because there is loads I would like to
do. I think top is becoming a captain.
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Hastings Almshouses
After 47 years of guiding the residents the direction of the
wind at the Watermen’s Almshouses in Hastings, the
weathervane on top of the community hall was taken down so
that essential maintenance could be carried out to repair a leak
in the clock tower. Due to the weathervanes size a large crane
had to be employed to lower it to the ground, so that the steel
structure could be taken away to be shot blasted and powder
coated before going back into place.
21st September 2020

The weathervane, which has a barge, oars and pillows from the Company
badge depicted on the sail part of the vane, was installed soon after the first
residents from the old Almshouses in Penge were relocated in 1973 and
before the official opening by Princess Alexandra a year later. The
community hall is the focal point of the site and houses a large function
room, licensed bar, games room/chapel, library and launderette.
Martin Hackett,
Warden at the Almshouses
4th November 2020
Photos: Martin Hackett

Hatches, Matches & Dispatches
To Journeyman Freeman and Master Mariner Jamie Locke and Meghan, a daughter, Fern Valerie Locke, born in October.
Journeyman Freeman Alan Raymond Hastings passed away 13th October 2020 aged 80 years. Alan
was born on 14th May 1940 in Kingston. He joined the family business in 1955 and was bound on
24th July 1956. His master was his elder brother, Roland George Hastings. He continued his
apprenticeship on The Robertsbridge from 1956 to 1958. Having gained his Freedom on 15th
August 1961, his first command was the family-owned Connaught. He left the lower Thames in
1972 to become Assistant at Teddington Lock and, following a spell as a Relief Lock Keeper in
Oxfordshire, he became Lock Keeper at Benson from 1978 until his retirement in 2002, when he
moved to South Barrow, Somerset.

Journeyman Freeman Edward Walter Jones passed away 8th November 2020 aged 82 years. Eddie
was born in Erith on 8th December 1937. He was bound on 6th July 1954. His master was his
cousin, Clifford John Elliott. Eddie gained his Freedom on 15th August 1961. His Waterman’s
Licence No was 72492 and Lighterman’s Licence No 82407. As a young Freeman he found work
with one of the many local lighterage firms, particularly around Erith & Dartford. He then found
his way onto the passenger boats, in particular from Tower Pier. Then after working on various
projects out in the Middle East during the seventies, he eventually returned to pleasure boats,
forming the Company in 1989 that his son in law still operate today. Eddie was the father of
Immediate Past Mistress Sue Maynard.
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Mayflower 400th Anniversary
4th September 2020
On 6 September 1620, the Mayflower – a small ship, just 106 feet long – sailed out from
Old World Plymouth, carrying 102 Pilgrim Fathers to the New World. To celebrate the
400th anniversary Thames Alive organised a commemorative Scroll recognising the close
links of the UK and USA to be signed and sealed by The Speaker of the House of
Commons, Rt Hon Sir Lindsay Hoyle and Craft-Owning Freeman Admiral Lord West
representing the Lord’s Speaker in the presence of the American Ambassador, Robert
“Woody” Johnson. The Scroll will later be received by the Speaker of the USA House of
Representatives, Mrs Nancy Pelosi.
The Master and Clerk were invited with others onboard PV Edwardian to watch the
signing ceremony which took place on the Terrace of the Houses of Parliament before being
carried downstream to Rotherhithe.
On 17th November, the Master attended a virtual ceremony. The virtual meeting was
attended by Admiral Lord West, Trade Policy Minister Greg Hands, Sir Greg Knight,
Honorary Secretary of the British-American Parliamentary Group, John Spellar MP, Joint
Honorary Treasurer of the BAPG, US Ambassador to the UK, Robert ‘Woody’ Johnson,
and the UK’s Ambassador to the US Dame Karen Pierce
Next June 2021 a river pageant will be held commemorate the return of the Mayflower. The
sail training ship Excelsior will be moored off the Mayflower Public House.
Here is a version of the recording from the Palace of Westminster
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcevxCqiUII
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Contacting
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Colin Middlemiss
(Clerk)
020 7929 7451
clerk@watermenshall.org

Carol Ratcliffe
(Assistant Clerk)
020 7929 7456
carol@watermenshall.org

Susan Fenwick
(Administrator)
020 7929 7455
admin@watermenshall.org

Sir Lindsay Hoyle, Speaker of
the House of Commons,
Robert “Woody” Johnson,
United States of America
Ambassador to the United
Kingdom, and Craft Owning
Freeman Alan West, Baron
West of Spithead, GCB,
DSC, PC.

Kelly Lesurf
(Training Administrator)
020 7929 7452
training@watermenshall.org

Alex Hickman
(Training Officer)
07956 341482
alex@watermenshall.org

Simon McCarthy
(Rowing Officer)
07968 593842
simon@simonmccarthy.com

Approaching Tower Bridge Master of the Watermen’s
Company, Mrs. Gina Blair,
centre, in pink.
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Robert Coleman
(Bargemaster)
07710 466040
robbie@silverfleet.co.uk
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